
 
They face multiple vulnerabilities: living in large multigenerational households, in

single-parent families, at risk of poverty, in overcrowded homes.

 

The measures taken to mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic can

exacerbate pre-existing risks: reduced access to education, social and health

services; limited work options for adults; higher incidence of domestic violence.

Children from famil ies l iving in poverty;        

Roma children;    

Chi ldren of economic migrants;

Children l iving in overcrowded dwell ings;

Children with disabil it ies;

Older people.

The following groups are most affected by the COVID-19  pandemic:

Half of Romanian children were at risk of poverty and social exclusion (Eurostat

2017);

400,000 children were out of school (2017, UNICEF study);

~ 53,000 children were separated from their families, mostly as a result of

poverty, violence or child abandonment;

Each year,  ~ 9,000 children are being separated from their parents; 

One million children are hospitalised every year.

 

Assessment of the situation of children and

families, with a focus on vulnerable ones, in the

context of the COVID-19 outbreak in Romania

Before the start of the COVID-19 outbreak



Day centre activities have been reduced or even suspended, which has
affected children from vulnerable families;

Limited mobility of relevant professionals, in particular due to the lack of
appropriate protective supplies.

   

   

Develop the capacity of public institutions to deliver such services by: 

Strengthen partnerships with civil society organisations.

 
- Increasing, training and properly equipping their staff;
- Establishing functional partnerships between relevant institutions at
community level;
- Ensuring digitisation, where it is possible and if that could help continue
the activities, through access to the required infrastructure for both direct
service providers and beneficiaries.

 

 

Social services

Problems

Solutions



Better community involvement from the staff of family physician practices,

along with the development of complementary telemedicine services;

Better cooperation between health workers, social workers and other

administrative staff;

Constant cooperation between health workers, the authorities and social

workers so as to accurately understand the specific needs of the population;

Activate the network of health mediators, where possible, to support the

work of family physicians;

Open urgent dental care centres covering the entire country.

 

 

 

 

1 in 3 respondents believes that the 

COVID-19 crisis has affected the provision of

health services in their own community.

In the current context, children at risk of or living in poverty and children

with chronic illnesses or disabilities are most likely to have problems

accessing health services.

Health services

Problems

Solutions



Education services

Online education reinforces unequal access to education

for children from disadvantaged families which are not able

to provide the required technological equipment or

Internet access;

The digital training of teachers is quite limited;

‘School on TV’ is primarily addressed to 8th and 12th

graders to prepare them for the national examinations;

Children from vulnerable groups are even more vulnerable

as, under normal circumstances, they would benefit from

various measures and from teachers’ efforts to prevent

dropout.

 

 

 

 

Identify solutions to finance, purchase and freely distribute

IT equipment to low-income families;

Develop adequate educational resources in line with the

national curriculum;

Set up support networks for parents, children and teachers

to help close the gap in the use of electronic means for

learning;

Develop a unified national plan for the implementation of

online learning and educational resources aimed at different

levels of education, fitting the new curricula and accessible

to teachers.

     

 

 

 

Problems

Solutions


